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A TEMPERATE WORD FOR FOOT-BALL.
A somewhat intemperate denunciation of the game

of foot-ball has manifested itself recently in the edito-
rial columns of medical and daily newspapers. The
object aimed at, iu so far as there is an object or a

suggestion apart from sensational writing, seems to be
the abolition of the game. Now, if there is one thing
that is quite certain, it is that the game of foot-ball will
continue to hold a prominent place among out-door
sports, and that it will preserve for some years to
come much of its present form. Those who know
anything about the game, and those who know much
about young men and youths, will demand quietly,
firmly, persistently — without fuss and without exag-
geration — that the game be regulated and that the
players behave themselves; and the game will be reg-
ulated aud the players will behave themselves. There
is no very great difficulty and no inherent impossibil-
ity in this. In proof thereof, witness the last annual
match between the university elevens of Harvard aud
Yale at Springfield. Certainly, there never was more

eager interest and feeling, whether among the actors
or spectators, aud yet there was no unfairness, there
was uo brutality, there were no accidents which could
be regarded as in any degree serious. It was per-
fectly well understood that any player who allowed
his enthusiasm to get the better of his discretion would
be promptly aud impartially laid aside.
The open-air sports in which university teams com-

pete with other university or college teams, are a di-
rect and indirect stimulus to all round physical devel-
opment and well being, to self-denial, self-control, to
sober and temperate living among a very large number
of the members of the college or the university— not

simply among the immediate members of the college
team itself. This statement cau be amply substan-
tiated by details from the different classes, either at

Cambridge or at New Haven.
There is, it is true, a period of some weeks in the

autumn when the time of the members of a university
foot-ball team is in much demand for other exercises
than those connected with " learning," but there is
one thing that their critics should know if they do not,
and should remember if they have forgotten

—

namely,
that a student who is on probation iu any of his studies
can have no place on a college team ; moreover, it is
considered a discredit to a man who is needed and would
otherwise be placed, to allow himself to be thus dis-
qualified. This obtains at Cambridge, anJ we believe,
also, at New Haven. From this point of view the
out-door sports have been a distinct stimulus to study.
During the last four years a good many matches

have been played at Cambridge and elsewhere by Har-
vard teams. The following are the casualties reported
by surgical authority : four fractures of the metacarpal
bones, one fracture of the fibula, two dislocations of
the elbow, one dislocation of the humérus, one proba-
ble fracture of a rib. Such injuries wheu received by
men in training are recovered from in half the time
necessary for recovery iu other subjects.
The questions of betting aud of gate-money have uo

more to do with foot-ball than with other games or

sports. New York furnishes an immense attendance
at high prices, and is a favorite place for college con-
tests. It is not a good place in which to let loose a
lot of excited young men. Harvard has recognized
this fact and has acted accordingly. To blame foot-
ball and demand its abolition, because some imprudent
studeuts are disorderly, and other too prudent students
speculate in tickets, is a confusion of causes as of
remedies.

We do not hesitate to say that there is less idleness,
less dissipation, less brutality, less meanness and trick-
ery, and a better physical condition among college
students with foot-ball than without it, with the out-
door games than if their place were taken by com-

pulsory calisthenics and gymnastics.

ENTERIC FEVER IN THE TEES VALLEY.1
The Tees Valley is a district on the east coast of

England, in the counties of Durham and Yorkshire,
and contains about a half-million inhabitants.
The story contained in this exceedingly interesting

and thorough report is the often repeated one of an

epidemic of typhoid fever due to pollution of the do-
mestic water-supply. In his introduction to the report,
Dr. Thome Thome, the chief medical officer, says :
" Oue factor alone is found to be common to the

places thus suffering exceptionally from euteric fever,
and this is the use of the water pumped from the Hiver
Tees. This river is found to be at all times subject
to conditions of the grossest fouling by reason of the
fact that human excreta and other filth are knowingly
aud deliberately convoyed to it. Opportunities for the
access of the specific material of enteric fever to the
river had been constantly recurring; and, immediately

1 By Dr. F. W. Barry. Supplomont to the Twouty-flrst Annual
Report ot the Local Government Board, 1801-02, pp. 150. London,1893.
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antecedent to the epidemic outbursts, sudden floods
washed vast masses of the filth which had been accu-

mulating ou the banks of the river, down the stream,
up to, and past, the points of intake from which the
water was being pumped, and, after filtration throughsand and gravel, delivered to certain populations.These populations it was who suffered from the two
exceptional prevalences of enteric fever. Seldom, if
ever, has a case of the fouling of water intended for
human consumption, so gross or so persistently main-
tained, come within the cognizance of the medical de-
partment ; aud seldom, if ever, has the proof of the
relation of the use of water so befouled to wholesale
occurrence of enteric fever been more obvious and
patent."
The details of the report are of interest also, as bear-

ing upon the question of the viability of the typhoid
poison in running water, and the problem of the value
of filter-beds as measures of protection and means of
purifying polluted waters. At some of the water-works
in the Tees Valley, depositlng-tanks and filter-beds
were in use. At Darlington, in the case of the older
filter-beds, the water passes through six feet and six
inches of filtering material, — three feet and bíx iuches
of gravel, varying iu size from apples at the bottom to
shot at the top, aud above the gravel three feet of saud.
In the newer filters the water passes through five feet
aud six inches of material, — three feet of gravel, two
feet and six inches of sand. The rate of filtration is
from three to four inches per hour, or about forty-five
gallons per twenty-four hours per superficial foot of
filter. The surface of each of these filters is supposed
to be cleansed once in six weeks, and the whole saud
in each filter washed on an average once in three years.
Apparently, in time of flood these dispositions offered
insufficient protection.
This, like Dr. Barry's previous report upon the pre-valence of small-pox in Sheffield in 1887-88, gives

evidence of the greatest thoroughness aud care iu its
preparation, aud is very fully illustrated with tables,
diagrams aud charts.

MEDICAL NOTES.
A Very Small Epidemic.— Considerable com-

ment has been made upon the declaration of the health
commissioner of Chicago, that small-pox is now epi-
demic in that city. The number of cases now reported
is only eighteen.
Yellow Fever.— Cases of yellow fever still con-

tinue to occur at Brunswick, Ga., iu spite of the frost
at night. They average about two each day, and are

chiefly among the white population.
Mr. Gladstone's Physician.

—

Dr. William H.
Broadbent has been chosen physician to Mr. Gladstone,in place of Sir Andrew Clark.
The Maybrick Case Again.— There has been a

renewed interest iu England in the case of Mrs. May-
brick, who was convicted aud is now iu prison for
poisoning her husband, owing to the statemeut of a

Birmingham chemical firm, that shortly before the
death of Mr. Maybrick they analyzed a quantity of
German glycerine offered for sale to them, and finding
it to contain arsenic, refused to purchase. Recently
they have learned that it was Bold to parties in the
midland counties, and so may have been dispensed
to Mr. Maybrick.
Prize of the American Neurological Asso-

ciation.— The Americau Neurological Association
offers a prize of $200 for the best essay on any sub-
ject connected with Neurological Science. This com-

petition is open to physicians who are legal residents
of States in North and South America. Essays must
be sent to the Secretary of the Association, Dr. Gneme
M. Hammond, on or before the first day of May, 1894.
Each essay shall be accompanied by a sealed envelope
containing the name and address of the author, and
bearing on the outside a motto, which shall also be in-
scribed upon the essay. Essays shall bo type-written,
iu either the English or French languages, and with
the pages securely fastened. The Council of the As-
sociation reserves the right to reject any or all essays
judged unworthy of the award. Each essay must ex-
hibit original research, and none will be accepted that
has previously been published.
An Important Immigration Decision.— Super-

intendent Stump, in reply to the request of the Cunard
Steamship Company to be represented at the hearing
in the case of a steerage passenger returned to them
under the immigration law, has ruled that, " The right
of appeal under the acts of Congress, of 1891 and
1893, is limited to the immigraut himself, or some one
in his behalf and representing him in tho one case and
to one of the inspectors constituting the board of spe-
cial inquiry iu the other, and it is the opinion of this
bureau that no other persons are proper parties to the
record, or are entitled to participate in the trial or
hearing of said cases. The judgmeut rendered affects
only the immigrant personally, touching his right to
land, and although incidentally it may be attended by
consequences by which the steamship companies and
others may be affected pecuuiarily, they are not proper
parties to the proceedings, and have no such stauding
in court, as to enablo them to participate in tho original
trial or ask for a re-hearing or pray for an appeal."
The Use of Reading in Medicine.— In his in-

troductory lecture on " The Principle and Practice of
Medicine," at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Dr. Nor-
man Moore, after speaking of the wide range of read-
ing which is open to the physician and the scanty
time for study, summed up the value of medical read-
ing as follows: "There is scarcely any medical book,
good or bad, which may not be looked through to
some useful purpose, if road iu the light of the obser-
vations of the reader ; but there are a few great au-
thors who illuminate the mind of their readers aud
make them see clearly what they had often looked at,
but never before fully understood. These are worth
reading often. Heberden, in England, and Trousseau,
in France, are of this rare merit. After its primary
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object of making a man ready to observe, the true use
of reading in medicine is to make him think. The dif-
ference between perfect aud imperfect knowledge is
not so much in the facts known as in the way they are

treated by the mind. Perfect knowledge is that which
has been thought over; imperfect knowledge that
which has only been remembered. This is particu-
larly noticeable in medicine where a few observations,
well thought over, will make a man far more useful
than the mental retention of abstracts of hundreds of
books."

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Clearing of Boston Docks. — The work of
cleaning and dredging out the accumulated filth iu the
docks along Atlantic Avenue in Boston, which was

directed by the Board of Health, has been finished.
The deep layer of rotting fish waste has been for a

long time a menance to the public health, aud the
Board of Health baa issued an order forbidding the
fish dealers to empty their refuse into the docks.
A Contagious Hospital for Waltham.— After

a delay of nearly two years since the Board of Health
of Waltham seriously urged the erection of a suitable
hospital for contagious diseases, work has been begun
on the new building. The immediate reason for be-
ginning the work is the existence of an uuusually large
number of cases of diphtheria.
Diphtheria in South Braintree. — The Pond

Street school in South Braintree has been closed on

account of the prevalence of diphtheria in the district.
Three fatal cases have occurred already among the
pupils of one class-room.
Dartmouth Medical College.—The graduat-

ing exercises of the Medical Department of Dartmouth
College took place Tuesday evening, November 21st,
a class of twent3'-eight receiving degrees. The Medi-
cal Faculty have just passed the following vote: " That
at the end of one full year of the study of medicine and
one course of lectures in this school, an examination
will be required in descriptive anatomy, physiology
and chemistry. That at the end of two full years of
the study of medicine in this school, an examination
will be required iu descriptive and regional anatomy
and further examinations in physiology aud chemistry.
The examinations so passed, if satisfactory, shall stand
as fiual."

NEW YORK.

The Saturday and Sunday Hospital Asso-
ciation held a meeting at St. Luke's Hospital on

November 20th, when a special committee which had
been appointed for the purpose some time previous,
reported progress in the matter of organizing similar
associations in Chicago, St. Louis, and other large
cities. At this meeting it was proposed that on

Thanksgiving Day contribution boxes should be placed
at the entrance of the grounds where the great Yale-
Princeton foot-ball game is to be played.
Street-Car Accidents. — The introduction of

ho electric aud cable system of surface cars ha

been attended with an increased loss of life. The
latest victim of the trolley cars is a policeman in
Brooklyn. The previous week a seven-year-old child
was decapitated, and it is stated that at least forty-nine
fatal accidents have been caused by the Brooklyn'
trolley lines during the last twelve mouths. On No-
vember 24th, Dr. Paul Hoffman, assistant superin-
tendent of the city public schools, was thrown under a

cable car, and only by a miracle escaped death. As it
was, four of his ribs were broken, and he was other-
wise severely injured.
Presbyterian Hospital Deficit.— The twenty-

fifth annual meeting of the Board of Managers of the
Presbyterian Hospital was held November 18th. The
reports showed that during the past year 1,876 more

patients were treated than in the previous year, and
that there are now 46 pupils in the training school for
nurses attached to the hospital. While the expendi-
tures for the year amounted to $147,875, the receipts
were only $58,063 ; so that there is a deficit of $89,-
812.
Consumption of Water. —The. report of the

commissioner of public works for the third quarter of
1893, shows that the city now consumes 180,000,000
gallons of water daily, aud that during the quarter,
(the raiu-fall having been small), nearly half of the
daily supply was drawn from the water stored in the
great reservoirs.
Reorganized Ambulance Corps.— An order

has been issued by the Adjutaut-General of the State,
abolishing the old Ambulance Corps of the National
Guard, which contained about four meu from each
company of militia, aud substituting therefor a smaller
and better trained hospital corps.
The New Maternity Hospital.— On Novem-

ber 12th, Archbishop Corrigan dedicated the new Ma-
ternity Hospital of the Sisters of Misericordia on East
86th Street, with elaborate religious ceremonies, after
which there was a public reception iu the wards. The
hospital is a five-story brick structure, with stone trim-
mings, and is 138 feet long and 73 feet in width. The
cost of the new wing was $92,000, and it can accom-
modate 150 patients.
Unusually Low Mortality.— The remarkable

record of the week ending November 11th, when the
number of deaths was only 641, representing an an-
nual death-rate of 17.46 per thousand of the estimated
population, the smallest ever reported, was beaten by
that of the week ending November 18th, when the
number of deaths was but 612, representing an annual
death-rate of 16.66. The average mortality for the
corresponding weeks of the past five years was 703
deaths, representing an annual death-rate of 19.14;
and the fact is now assured, that the year 1893, as a

whole, will show the lowest death-rate since 1883.
During the week referred to, three cases of death from
influenza were reported; and there were 490 cases of
contagious diseases, with 87 deaths, against 419 cases

and 78 deaths in the week euding November 11th
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There was an increase of 42 cases of measles, 19 cases

of scarlet fever, 9 cases of diphtheria and five cases of
small-pox. To offset this, there was a decrease in the
deaths from phthisis, pneumonia and some other dis-
eases.

-<•-

Miscellany.
THE RELATION OF THE BACTERIUM COM-

MUNE COLI TO APPENDICITIS.
Dr. George R. Fowler, of Brooklyn, makes a

preliminary report to the New York Medical Journal,
upon the relation between the bacterium commune coli
and appendicitis, a relation which he considers one

of cause and effect. His belief is based upon the ob-
servations of eight cases operated upon for appendici-
tis. Cultures were made at once from the seat of dis-
ease and from the appendix.
" Of the entire series of eight cases, seven gave pure

cultures of the bacterium commune coli.
" In one case the bacillus pyogenes fetidis was ob-

tained, in addition to the bacterium commune coli (ex-amination made by Dr. E. II. Wilson, pathologist to
St. Mary's Hospital)." In four cases encysted sero-fibrinous deposits (en-cysted intraperitoneal suppurative peritonitis) were
present.

' In two cases appendical abscess existed.
" In one case general sero-purulent peritonitis ex-

isted.
" In one case no ptiB or serum was found. A peri-appeudicitis and serous parietal appendicitis existed

only ; the mucous membrane lining the appendix was
normal. No fojcal matter was found in the interior of
the tube. The cultures were made from a patch of
lymph on tho peritoneal surface of an adjoining por-
tion of the caecum, to which the tip of the appendixhad become adherent. This culture gave pure bacte-
rium commune coli. Attempts to procure the micro-
organisms from the sections of the wall of the appen-dix were unsuccessful, although more than a hundred
sections were made and examiued by Professor Van
Cott and Dr. Wilson."

THE SAMUEL D. GROSS PRIZE.
The Quinquennial Prize of One Thousand Dollars

under the will of the late Samuel D. Gross, M.D.,
will be awarded by the Philadelphia Academy of Sur-
gery, January 1, 1895.
The conditions annexed by the testator are that the

prize " Shall be awarded every five years to the writer
of the best original essay, not exceediug one hundred
and fifty printed pages, octavo, iu length, illustrative
of some subject in Surgical Pathology or Surgical
Practice, founded upon original investigations, the
candidates for the prize to be American citizens."
It is expressly stipulated that the successful competi-

tor, who receives the prize, shall publish his essay in
book form, and that he shall deposit one copy of the
work in the Samuel D. Gross Library of the Philadel-
phia Academy of Surgery.
The essays, which must be written by a single author

in the English language, should be sent to Dr. J.
Ewing Mears, 1429 Waluut Street, Philadelphia, be-
fore January 1, 1895.

Each essay must be distinguished by a motto, and
accompanied by a sealed envelope bearing the same
motto, and containing the name and address of the
writer. No envelope will be opened except that whichaccompanies the successful essay.
The Committee will return the unsuccessful essaysif reclaimed by their respective writers, or their agents,within one year.
The Committee reserves the right to make no award

if the essays submitted are not considered worthy of
the prize.

JAMBUL IN DIABETES.
Graeser has reported to the Therapeutic Associa-

tion of the lower Rhine the results of his study of
jambul as a remedy for diabetes. The eugenia jam-
bulana, a tree sixty to eighty feet high, belonging to
the family myrtaceae, is indigenous to all the East
Indies. Fora longtime the seeds and bark have been
used in decoction by the natives for diabetes. The
fresh juice of the leaves is astringent and has some
value in dysentery. The experiments of Graeser were
conducted upon dogs rendered artificially diabetic by
Phloridziu. Both the powdered seeds aud an extract
from the fruit and bark were used. The reduction in
the sugar elimination was marked in all cases. Any
unpleasant effects from the drug were rare. In cases
of diabetes mellitus in men, the administration of
jambul in doses of thirty grammes a day did not give
uniform results, though iu each case the symptoms
were much relieved. The amount of urine in all
cases was diminished, in one case from ten litres to
four per diem. The hunger and thirst and headache
ceased and the patients gained in weight. The variable
effects depended upou the differences in strength of
the drugs used. Seeds from jambul of British India
were less potent than those from the Java plant. Ex-
tracts made from old or dried seeds were not to be
relied upon. The active principle has uot yet been
determined.

AN EPIDEMIC OF PRIAPISM.
Dr. Meynier, a French army surgeon, has recently

published a curious bit of medical experience. A
company of troops en route, having halted for some
time at El Hacaiba, the men were nearly all seized
with priapism and prolonged and painful erections.
Considering that an absence for some time from a

garrison town might be the cause, the surgeon ordered
light diet and flaxseed tea. The condition, however,
became steadily worse. The erections continued
throughout the company, and the men began to com-

plain of great lassitude and dryness in the throat.
Filially many liad marked htomaturia. Careful in-
vestigation disclosed the real cause of the trouble.
During their leisure the men had been bunting frogs
at a neighboring stream. The poplar and willow trees
along the banks were found to be thickly covered with
coleóptera of the family of cantharides, meloe. Chilled
in the early morning they fell by thousands into the
water where they were gladly and greedily devoured
by the frogs— which later gave similar pleasure to
the soldiers. The taste of the flesh was in uo way in-
jured, but its effect upon the genito-uriuary system of
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